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To the men and women who are as angels, laying down their lives for the generation that is to 

come. 

 

And to the generation that is to come, who will be known as the generation who ushered in the 

greatest awakening. 
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Foreword on face to face encounters with Jesus 

To My lambs who have suffered the harvests of corrupted seed which was sown into their 

hearts by false teachers, and to prodigal sons and daughters who drown in the shame of their 

foolish decisions. 

Thus says the Lord: 

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. You will not get to My Father without Me. 

Fools, thieves, demons and wicked teachers have sown their seed of corruption into the 

hearts of My lambs for too long. 

This seed has produced harvests of delay, disaster, and destruction in your lives. 

Come to Me and I will separate lie from truth.  

Come to Me and I will bring peace and joy. 

Come to Me and I will restore your vision and multiply the harvests of Heaven within you so 

that you may manifest the fruit of Heaven in its proper season. 

Come to Me you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

To know Me is to know My Father and to sit at My feet is to unlock the vaults of Heaven. 

Call Me savior.  

Call Me teacher.  

Call Me Lord.  

And do what I say. 

Do this and all that My Father has given to Me will be yours. 

Sit at My feet and know that abundant life is your inheritance. 

Humble yourself, sit at My feet, and I will lift you up!” 
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LETTER 265 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – MARY, THE 

MOTHER OF JESUS 

Face to face 1: Mary, the mother of Jesus 

Luke 2:7,19 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no guest room available for them…. But Mary treasured up all these things [the 

visitations of the shepherds] and pondered them in her heart.” 

Luke 2:41-51 

“Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. When he was twelve 

years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. After the festival was over, while his 

parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 

Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among 

their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 

After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 

When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us 

like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” “Why were you searching for me?” 

he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he 

was saying to them. Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his 

mother treasured all these things in her heart.” 

John 19:25-27 

“Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said 

to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this 

disciple took her into his home.” 
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LETTER 266 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

SHEPHERDS 

Face to face 2: The shepherds 

Luke 2:8-20 

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 

for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the 

angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the 

word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were 

just as they had been told.” 
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LETTER 267 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE WISE MEN 

(MAGI) 

Face to face 3: The wise men (Magi) 

Matthew 2:1-12 

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came 

to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when 

it rose and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all 

Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, 

he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 

what the prophet has written: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 

the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod 

called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to 

Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so 

that I too may go and worship him.” After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star 

they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 

mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 

presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go 

back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.” 
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LETTER 268 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – SIMEON AND 

ANNA AT THE TEMPLE 

Face to face 4: Simeon and Anna at the temple 

Luke 2:25-35 

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for 

the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 

that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 

temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 

required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have 

promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 

have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your 

people Israel.” The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.””  

Luke 2:36-38 

“There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she 

had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-

four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them at 

that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to 

the redemption of Jerusalem.” 
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LETTER 269 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – JOHN, THE 

BAPTIST 

Face to face 5: John, the Baptist 

Luke 1:41 

“When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with 

the Holy Spirit.”  

Matthew 3:1-2,4-15; 11:7-15 (NKJV) 

“In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand!” ... Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the 

region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood 

of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 

and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is 

able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. And even now the ax is laid to the root of the 

trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I indeed 

baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 

sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan 

is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the 

barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at 

the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, 

and are You coming to me?” But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is 

fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him… As they departed, Jesus began to say 

to the multitudes concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by 

the wind? But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft 

clothing are in kings’ houses. But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more 

than a prophet. For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, 

Who will prepare Your way before You.’ Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has 

not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 

he. And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the 

violent take it by force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to 

receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 
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John 1:29:34 

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me 

because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was 

that he might be revealed to Israel.” Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from 

heaven as a dove and remain on him. And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize 

with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will 

baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”” 
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LETTER 270 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – JOHN'S 

DISCIPLES 

Face to face 6: John's disciples 

John 1:35-39, 3:23-30 

“The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, 

“Look, the Lamb of God!” When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning 

around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means 

“Teacher”), “where are you staying?” “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw 

where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon... Now John 

also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and people were coming 

and being baptized. (This was before John was put in prison.) An argument developed between some of 

John’s disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing. They came to John and said 

to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan—the one you testified 

about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.” To this John replied, “A person can 

receive only what is given them from heaven. You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the 

Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the 

bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy 

is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less.”” 

Luke 7:18-22 

“John’s disciples told him [John] about all these things [Jesus did]. Calling two of them, he sent them 

to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” When the men 

came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or 

should we expect someone else?’” At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and 

evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and 

report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 

leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.”” 
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LETTER 271 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

MULTITUDES 

Face to face 7: The multitudes 

Matthew 4:25 

“Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan 

followed him.” 

Matthew 9:35-38 

“Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the synagogues and 

announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and illness. When 

he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd. He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to 

the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.”” 

Matthew 12:15-16 

“Aware of this [that the Pharisees plotted to kill him], Jesus withdrew from that place. A large crowd 

followed him, and he healed all who were ill. He warned them not to tell others about him.” 

Matthew 13:1-3 

“That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered around 

him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many 

things in parables.” 

Matthew 14:13-21 

“When Jesus heard what had happened [John's death], he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary 

place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a 

large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. As evening approached, the disciples 

came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so 

they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. 

You give them something to eat.” “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 

“Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five 

loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave 
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them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the 

disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate 

was about five thousand men, besides women and children.” 

Mark 6:30-34  

“The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. Then, because 

so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, 

“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” So they went away by themselves in a 

boat to a solitary place. But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the 

towns and got there ahead of them. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 

them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.” 

John 6:1-6,14-15,24-29 

“Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 

and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the 

sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. The Jewish Passover 

Festival was near. When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, 

“Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he already had 

in mind what he was going to do... After the people saw the sign Jesus performed [feeding the 

multitudes], they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” Jesus, 

knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by 

himself… Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the 

boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. When they found him on the other side of the lake, 

they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are 

looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your 

fill. Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will 

give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” Then they asked him, “What 

must we do to do the works God requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the 

one he has sent.”” 

John 2:23-25 

“Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he was 

performing and believed in his name. But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all 

people. He did not need any testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each person.” 
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LETTER 272 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE BOY WITH 

THE LOAVES AND FISHES 

Face to face 8: The boy with the loaves and fishes 

John 6:9-13 (Matthew 14:16-21; Mark 6:37-44) 

“Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small 

barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” Jesus said, “Have the 

people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men 

were there). Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much 

as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his 

disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” So they gathered them and 

filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.” 
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LETTER 273 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

CHILDREN 

Face to face 9: The children 

Matthew 19:13-15 

“Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But 

the disciples rebuked them. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 

the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” When he had placed his hands on them, he went on 

from there.” 

Mark 10:13-16 

“People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples 

rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to 

me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone 

who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the children 

in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.” 

Luke 18:15-17 

“People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When the disciples saw 

this, they rebuked them. But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to 

me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone 

who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”” 

Matthew 18:2-4 

“He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless 

you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, 

whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever 

welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” 

Mark 9:36-37 

“He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 

“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 

does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”” 
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Luke 9:47-48 

“Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand beside him. Then he said to them, 

“Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 

one who sent me. For it is the one who is least among you all who is the greatest.”” 

Matthew 21:15-16 

“But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children 

shouting in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. “Do you hear what 

these children are saying?” they asked him. “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, “‘From the 

lips of children and infants you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?””  
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LETTER 274 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

GERASENES AND THE DEMON POSSESSED MAN 

Face to face 10: The Gerasenes and the demon possessed man 

Luke 8:26-32 

“They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. When Jesus stepped 

ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn 

clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his 

feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 

beg you, don’t torture me!” For Jesus had commanded the impure spirit to come out of the man. Many 

times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken 

his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places. Jesus asked him, “What is your 

name?” “Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. And they begged Jesus 

repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. 

The demons begged Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. When the demons 

came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and 

was drowned. When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the 

town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, 

they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right 

mind; and they were afraid. Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had 

been cured. Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they 

were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left. The man from whom the demons had gone out 

begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return home and tell how much God has done 

for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.” 

 

  



21 

 

LETTER 275 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE DEMON 

POSSESSED MAN IN THE SYNAGOGUE 

Face to face 11: The demon possessed man in the synagogue 

Luke 4:33-35 

“In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an impure spirit. He cried out at the top of 

his voice, “Go away! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 

know who you are—the Holy One of God!” “Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out of him!” Then 

the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him.” 
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LETTER 276 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

PARALYZED MAN 

Face to face 12: The paralyzed man 

Mark 2:1-12 

“A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. 

They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he 

preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 

Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above 

Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, 

he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some teachers of the law were sitting 

there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive 

sins but God alone?” Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their 

hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to say to this 

paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? But I want you to 

know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, “I tell you, get 

up, take your mat and go home.” He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This 

amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”” 
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LETTER 277 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE PEOPLE 

IN THE SYNAGOGUE AT NAZARETH 

Face to face 13: The people in the synagogue at Nazareth 

Luke 4:16-30 

“He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 

him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he 

has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the 

Lord’s favor.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 

everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from 

his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb 

to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard 

that you did in Capernaum.’” “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his 

hometown. I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut 

for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to 

any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with 

leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 

All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the 

town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 

But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.” 
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LETTER 278 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE MAN 

HEALED ON A SABBATH 

Face to face 14: The man healed on a Sabbath 

Mark 3:1-6 

“Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Some of them 

were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on 

the Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.” Then Jesus 

asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they 

remained silent. He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said 

to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. Then 

the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.” 

 

LETTER 279 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE WOMAN 

HEALED ON A SABBATH 

Face to face 15: The woman healed on a Sabbath 

Luke 13:10-13 

“On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there who had been 

crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus 

saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” Then he 

put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.” 
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LETTER 280 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – MARY 

MAGDALENE 

Face to face 16: Mary Magdalene 

Luke 8:2 

“And also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from 

whom seven demons had come out.” 

John 19:25 

“Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene.” 

Mark 16:1-11 

“When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices 

so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, 

they were on their way to the tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the 

entrance of the tomb?” But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 

been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the 

right side, and they were alarmed. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the 

Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, 

tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 

told you.’” Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to 

anyone, because they were afraid. When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first 

to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. She went and told those who had been 

with him and who were mourning and weeping. When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had 

seen him, they did not believe it.” 

Luke 24:9-11 

“When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It 

was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the 

apostles. But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.” 

John 20:11-18 
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“Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two 

angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They 

asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t 

know where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 

not realize that it was Jesus. He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking 

for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 

have put him, and I will get him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in 

Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 

your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have 

seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.” 
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LETTER 281 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE WOMEN 

FOLLOWING JESUS 

Face to face 17: The women following Jesus 

Matthew 27:55-56 

“Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for 

his needs. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother 

of Zebedee’s sons.” 

Mark 15:40-41 

“Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 

James the younger and of Joseph, and Salome. In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for 

his needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there.” 

Luke 8:1-3 

“After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of 

the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil 

spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the 

wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were 

helping to support them out of their own means.” 

Luke 23:55-56 

“The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his 

body was laid in it. Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the 

Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.” 
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LETTER 282 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – MARY AND 

MARTHA 

Face to face 18: Mary and Martha 

Luke 10:38-42 

“As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha 

opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he 

said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and 

asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, but few things 

are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from 

her.”” 

John 12:1-7 

“Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised 

from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among 

those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; 

she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the 

fragrance of the perfume. But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 

“Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” He did 

not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he 

used to help himself to what was put into it. “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she 

should save this perfume for the day of my burial.””  

John 11:1-7, 14-15, 17-33, 38-44 

“Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

(This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord 

and wiped his feet with her hair.) So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 

When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that 

God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when 

he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, and then he said to his disciples, 

“Let us go back to Judea.” ... So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am 

glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” ... On his arrival, Jesus found that 

Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was less than two miles from 
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Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. “Lord,” 

Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that even now 

God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha 

answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives 

by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you 

are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” After she had said this, she went back 

and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary 

heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still 

at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, 

comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was 

going to the tomb to mourn there. When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell 

at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and 

troubled. “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. Jesus wept... 

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 

“Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time 

there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you 

believe, you will see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, 

“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the 

benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, 

Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped 

with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let 

him go.”” 
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LETTER 283 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE WOMAN 

CAUGHT IN ADULTERY 

Face to face 19: The woman caught in adultery 

John 8:3-12 

“The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her 

stand before the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the 

Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” They were using this question 

as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the 

ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let 

any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and 

wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until 

only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, 

where are they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn 

you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”” 
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LETTER 284 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE WOMAN 

AT THE WELL 

Face to face 20: The woman at the well 

John 4:5-28 

“So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son 

Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It 

was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 

drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “You 

are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate 

with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 

drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” “Sir,” the woman said, 

“you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you 

greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and 

his livestock?” Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 

drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring 

of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get 

thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” He told her, “Go, call your husband and come 

back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no 

husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What 

you have just said is quite true.” “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our 

ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in 

Jerusalem.” “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship 

what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the 

Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” The woman 

said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to 

us.” Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” Just then his disciples returned and 

were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are 

you talking with her?” Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the 

people, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” They came 

out of the town and made their way toward him.” 



32 

 

LETTER 285 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

CANAANITE WOMAN 

Face to face 21: The Canaanite woman 

Matthew 15:21-28 

“Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that 

vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-

possessed and suffering terribly.” Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged 

him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost 

sheep of Israel.” The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. He replied, “It is 

not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the 

dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have 

great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.” 

Mark 7:24-30 

“Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to 

know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret. In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman 

whose little daughter was possessed by an impure spirit came and fell at his feet. The woman was a 

Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. “First let 

the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to 

the dogs.” “Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he told 

her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.” She went home and found her 

child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.” 
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LETTER 286 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE WOMAN 

WITH THE ISSUE OF BLOOD 

Face to face 22: The woman with the issue of blood 

Matthew 9:20-22 

“Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched 

the edge of his cloak. She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.” Jesus turned and 

saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed at 

that moment.” 

Mark 5:25-34 

“And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. She had suffered a great 

deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew 

worse. When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 

because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” Immediately her bleeding stopped 

and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering. At once Jesus realized that power had 

gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?” “You see the 

people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’ ” But 

Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, 

came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. He said to her, “Daughter, 

your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”” 

Luke 8:43-48 

“And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. 

She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. 

“Who touched me?” Jesus asked. When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding 

and pressing against you.” But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from 

me.” Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the 

presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 

Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.”” 
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LETTER 287 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE WIDOW 

OF NAIN 

Face to face 23: The widow of Nain 

Luke 7:11-15 

“Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along 

with him. As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his 

mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw her, 

his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.” Then he went up and touched the bier they were 

carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead man 

sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.” 

 

LETTER 288 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – JAIRUS 

Face to face 24: Jairus 

Luke 8:40-42; 49-56 

“Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. Then a man named 

Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his house 

because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying... While Jesus was still speaking, someone 

came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother 

the teacher anymore.” Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be 

healed.” When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, 

John and James, and the child’s father and mother. Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and 

mourning for her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.” They laughed at him, 

knowing that she was dead. But he took her by the hand and said, “My child, get up!” Her spirit 

returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. Her parents were 

astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.” 
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LETTER 289 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THOSE 

RAISED FROM THE DEAD 

Face to face 25: Those raised from the dead 

John 11:1, 14, 17, 38-39, 41-44 

“Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha… So then he [Jesus] told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not 

there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” ... On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had 

already been in the tomb for four days... Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a 

cave with a stone laid across the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said... So they took away the 

stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you 

always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you 

sent me.” When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to 

them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”” 

Mark 5:22-24, 35, 38-43 

“Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. He 

pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that 

she will be healed and live.” So Jesus went with him... While Jesus was still speaking, some people 

came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother 

the teacher anymore?” ... When they came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, 

with people crying and wailing loudly. He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and 

wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. After he put them all out, he took 

the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. He 

took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 

Immediately the girl stood up and began to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they were 

completely astonished. He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give 

her something to eat.” 

Luke 7:11-12, 14-15 

“Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along 

with him. As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his 

mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her... Then he went up and 
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touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to 

you, get up!” The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.” 

Matthew 27:51-53 

“At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the 

rocks split and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 

They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many 

people.” 
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LETTER 290 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE ROMAN 

OFFICER 

Face to face 26: The Roman Officer 

Matthew 8:5-13 

“When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. “Lord,” he said, “my 

servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” The 

centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and 

my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 

‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not 

found anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, 

and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the 

subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.” 

And his servant was healed at that moment.” 

 

LETTER 291 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE DEAF 

AND MUTE MAN 

Face to face 27: The deaf and mute man 

Mark 7:31-35 

“Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the 

region of the Decapolis. There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, 

and they begged Jesus to place his hand on him. After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus 

put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. He looked up to heaven 

and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). At this, the man’s ears 

were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.” 
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LETTER 292 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE TWO 

BLIND MEN 

Face to face 28: The two blind men 

Matthew 9:27-31 

“As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, “Have mercy on us, Son of 

David!” When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you believe 

that I am able to do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they replied. Then he touched their eyes and said, “According 

to your faith let it be done to you”; and their sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, “See that 

no one knows about this.” But they went out and spread the news about him all over that region.” 

 

LETTER 293 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – BLIND 

BARTIMAEUS 

Face to face 29: Blind Bartimaeus 

Mark 10:46-52 

“Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the 

city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. 

When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On 

your feet! He’s calling you.” Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. “What 

do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” “Go,” 

said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the 

road.” 
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LETTER 294 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE MAN 

BORN BLIND 

Face to face 30: The man born blind 

John 9:1-8, 13-25, 28-34 

“As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, 

“but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do 

the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am 

the light of the world.” After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put 

it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the 

man went and washed, and came home seeing. His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him 

begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was. Others 

said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” ... They brought to the 

Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the 

man’s eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He 

put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, 

“This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner 

perform such signs?” So they were divided. Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you 

to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.” They still did not 

believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. “Is this 

your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” “We 

know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. But how he can see now, 

or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” His parents 

said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who 

acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. That was why his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.” A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory 

to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” He replied, “Whether he is a 

sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” Then they hurled insults at 

him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to 

Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Now that 

is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does 

not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening 

the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” To this they replied, 

“You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.” 
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LETTER 295 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE LEPER 

Face to face 31: The leper 

Matthew 8:1-4 

“When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. A man with leprosy came 

and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” Jesus reached out his 

hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cleansed of his 

leprosy. Then Jesus said to him, “See that you don’t tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and 

offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”” 

 

LETTER 296 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE TEN 

LEPERS 

Face to face 32: The ten lepers 

Luke 17:11-19 

“Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he 

was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a 

loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the 

priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, 

praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 

Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Has no one returned to give praise 

to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”” 
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LETTER 297 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE RICH MAN 

Face to face 33: The rich man 

Matthew 19: 16-22 

“Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?” 

“Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want 

to enter life, keep the commandments.” “Which ones?” he inquired. Jesus replied, “‘You shall not 

murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor 

your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’” “All these I have kept,” the young man 

said. “What do I still lack?” Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and 

give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” When the young man 

heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.” 

 

LETTER 298 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – ZACCHAEUS 

Face to face 34: Zacchaeus 

Luke 19:1-9 

“Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a 

chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he 

could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus 

was coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come 

down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” So he came down at once and welcomed him 

gladly. All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” But 

Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to 

the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” Jesus 

said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.” 
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LETTER 299 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

DISCIPLES - PART 1: THE TWELVE 

Face to face 35: The disciples - part 1: The twelve 

Matthew 10:2-3 (Mark 3:16-18; Luke 6:13-16) 

“These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; 

James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 

collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 

him.” 

Matthew 4:19, 10:1, 5-8, 28:16-20 

““Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” ... Jesus called his twelve 

disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and 

sickness... These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles 

or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, proclaim this 

message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who 

have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give... Then the eleven disciples went 

to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; 

but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”” 

Acts 5:12a 

“The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people.” 
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LETTER 300 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

DISCIPLES - PART 2: THE SEVENTY-TWO 

Face to face 36: The disciples - part 2: The seventy-two 

Luke 10:1-3, 17-20 

“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town 

and place where he was about to go. He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 

Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am sending you 

out like lambs among wolves... The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons 

submit to us in your name.” He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you 

authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will 

harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are 

written in heaven.”” 

 

LETTER 301 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

DISCIPLES - PART 3: MATTHEW (AND TAX COLLECTORS) 

Face to face 37: The disciples - part 3: Matthew (and tax collectors) 

Matthew 9:9-10 

“As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. 

“Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. While Jesus was having dinner at 

Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples.” 

Mark 2:14-15 

“As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” 

Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many 

tax collectors and sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed 

him.” 

Luke 3:12-13, 7:29, 15:1; 5:27-29 
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“Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” “Don’t collect 

any more than you are required to,” he told them... All the people, even the tax collectors, when they 

heard Jesus’ words [that he spoke about John], acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they 

had been baptized by John... Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear 

Jesus... After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. 

“Follow me,” Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. Then Levi held a 

great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with 

them.” 
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LETTER 302 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

DISCIPLES - PART 4: PETER 

Face to face 38: The disciples - part 4: Peter 

Matthew 4:18-20; 14:27-31; 16:15-18, 17:24-27 

“As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his 

brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” 

Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him... 

But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter 

replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, 

walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning 

to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of 

little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” ... But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are 

you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 

heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades will not overcome it.” ... After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the 

two-drachma temple tax came to Peter and asked, “Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple tax?” Yes, he 

does,” he replied. When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. “What do you think, 

Simon?” he asked. “From whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes—from their own 

children or from others?” “From others,” Peter answered. “Then the children are exempt,” Jesus said 

to him. “But so that we may not cause offense, go to the lake and throw out your line. Take the first fish 

you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax 

and yours.”” 

Mark 14:29-31 

“Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will not.” “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “today—yes, 

tonight—before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times.” But Peter insisted 

emphatically, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the others said the 

same.”  

Luke 4:38-39 
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“Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering 

from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it 

left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them.” 

Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 

““Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your 

faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” But he replied, “Lord, I 

am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster 

crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.” ... Then seizing him, they led him away and 

took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. And when some there had 

kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. A 

servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was 

with him.” But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. A little later someone else saw him 

and said, “You also are one of them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter replied. About an hour later another 

asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know 

what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked 

straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster 

crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.” 

John 18:10-12, 21:3-11, 15-19 

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right 

ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not 

drink the cup the Father has given me?” Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the 

Jewish officials arrested Jesus… ““I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll 

go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Early in the 

morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. He called out to 

them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. He said, “Throw your net on the right 

side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of 

the large number of fish. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as 

Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had 

taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of 

fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a fire of 

burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you 

have just caught.” So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of 

large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn... When they had finished eating, Jesus said 

to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you 
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know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love 

me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” The 

third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked 

him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and 

went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will 

dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by 

which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”” 

Acts 5:14-15 

“Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 

As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least 

Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by.” 
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LETTER 303 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

DISCIPLES - PART 5: THE THREE (PETER, JAMES AND JOHN) 

Face to face 39: The disciples - part 5: The three (Peter, James and John) 

Matthew 4: 21-22; 17:1-9, 26:36-43 

“Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They 

were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they 

left the boat and their father and followed him... After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and 

John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured 

before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there 

appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us 

to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my 

Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell 

facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be 

afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, 

Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised 

from the dead.” ... Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, 

“Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, 

and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow 

to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” Going a little farther, he fell with his face to 

the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, 

but as you will.” Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep 

watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. 

The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is 

not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” When he came back, 

he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy.”  

Mark 5:37 

“He did not let anyone follow him [into the house of Jairus] except Peter, James and John the brother 

of James.”  

Luke 5:1-11; 9:28-36 
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“One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him and 

listening to the word of God. He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who 

were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put 

out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. When he had finished 

speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” Simon 

answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, 

I will let down the nets.” When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets 

began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came 

and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees 

and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” For he and all his companions were astonished 

at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” So they pulled their 

boats up on shore, left everything and followed him... About eight days after Jesus said this, he took 

Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. As he was praying, the 

appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. Two men, 

Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, 

which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but 

when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. As the men were 

leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one 

for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) While he was 

speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. A voice 

came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” When the voice had 

spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at 

that time what they had seen.” 

John 3:17 

“James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means “sons 

of thunder”)” 
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LETTER 304 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

DISCIPLES - PART 6: THE ONE (JOHN, THE LOVE DISCIPLE) 

Face to face 40: The disciples - part 5: The one (John, the love disciple) 

Mark 9:38-40; 10:35-39 

““Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, 

because he was not one of us.” “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my 

name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for us... Then 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us 

whatever we ask.” “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. They replied, “Let one of us sit at 

your right and the other at your left in your glory.” “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. 

“Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” “We can,” they 

answered.” 

Luke 9:54-55 

“When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from 

heaven to destroy them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them.” 

John 3:17; 13:23-25; 19:26-27; 20:1-2; 21:4-7, 20-24 

“James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means “sons 

of thunder”) ... One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter 

motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” Leaning back against Jesus, he 

asked him, “Lord, who is it?” ... When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved 

standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” 

From that time on, this disciple took her into his home... Early on the first day of the week, while it was 

still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 

entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 

“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” ... Early in 

the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. He called out 

to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. He said, “Throw your net on the right 

side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of 

the large number of fish. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” ... Peter 

turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had 

leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) … When 
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Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until 

I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” Because of this, the rumor spread among the 

believers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I 

want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?” This is the disciple who testifies to these 

things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true.” 
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LETTER 305 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

DISCIPLES - PART 7: JUDAS ISCARIOT 

Face to face 41: The disciples - part 7: Judas Iscariot 

Matthew 26:14-16, 47-49; 27:3-5 

“Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests and asked, “What are 

you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 

From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over... While he was still speaking, Judas, 

one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the 

chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one 

I kiss is the man; arrest him.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him... 

When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and 

returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for I 

have betrayed innocent blood.” “What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” So 

Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.” 

Luke 22:47-48 

“While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, 

was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the 

Son of Man with a kiss?”” 

John 6:70-71; 13:10-11 

“Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” (He meant Judas, 

the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.) ... Jesus answered, 

“Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, 

though not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not 

every one was clean.” 
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LETTER 306 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

DISCIPLES - PART 8: THOMAS 

Face to face 42: The disciples - part 8: Thomas 

John 11:14-16 

“So then he [Jesus] told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so 

that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of 

the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”” 

John 14:4-5 

“You know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where 

you are going, so how can we know the way?”” 

John 20:24-29 

“Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 

So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail 

marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not 

believe.” A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 

doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 

doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because 

you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”” 

John 21:1-3 

“Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: Simon 

Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 

other disciples were together. “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go 

with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.” 
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LETTER 307 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

DISCIPLES - PART 9: PHILIP 

Face to face 43: The disciples - part 9: Philip 

John 1:43-46 

“The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” Philip, 

like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have 

found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of 

Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 

“Come and see,” said Philip.” 

Acts 8:26-29, 36-40 

“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important 

official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man 

had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of 

Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” ... As they traveled 

along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in 

the way of my being baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way 

rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns 

until he reached Caesarea.” 

  



55 

 

LETTER 308 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

CONDITIONAL FOLLOWERS 

Face to face 44: The conditional followers 

Luke 9:57-62 

“As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” Jesus 

replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” He 

said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” Jesus 

said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Still 

another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” Jesus 

replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”” 

John 6:53-66 

“Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 

blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will 

raise them up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my 

flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me and I live 

because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. This is the bread that came 

down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live 

forever.” He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. On hearing it, many of his 

disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” Aware that his disciples were grumbling 

about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to 

where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to 

you—they are full of the Spirit and life. Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had 

known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. He went on to say, 

“This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.” From this time 

many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.” 
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LETTER 309 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – TEACHERS OF 

THE LAW (INCL. THE SADDUCEES AND PHARISEES) 

Face to face 45: Teachers of the law (incl. the Sadducees and Pharisees) 

Luke 2:42, 46-49 

“When he [Jesus] was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom... After 

three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 

them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his 

parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? 

Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. 

“Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?””  

Matthew 16:1-4 

“The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by asking him to show them a sign from 

heaven. He replied, “When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,’ and in 

the morning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.’ You know how to interpret the 

appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. A wicked and adulterous 

generation looks for a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah.” Jesus then left them and 

went away.” 

Matthew 22:23-32 (Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-40) 

“That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question. 

“Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry 

the widow and raise up offspring for him. Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one 

married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. The same thing happened 

to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh. Finally, the woman died. Now then, at the 

resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?” Jesus replied, 

“You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. At the resurrection 

people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. But about the 

resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God said to you, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living.”” 

Matthew 23:1-8 
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“Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in 

Moses’ seat. So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they 

do not practice what they preach. They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s 

shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. “Everything they do is done 

for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; they love 

the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted 

with respect in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others. “But you are not to be called 

‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers.” 
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LETTER 310 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE CHIEF 

PRIESTS AND ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Face to face 46: The chief priests and elders of the people 

Matthew 21:23, 31b; 27:20 

“Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you 

this authority?”... Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 

entering the kingdom of God ahead of you… But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to 

ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.” 

Luke 22:52-53 

“Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for 

him [Judas], “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? Every day I was 

with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness 

reigns.”” 

Luke 19:47-48 

“Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders 

among the people were trying to kill him. Yet they could not find any way to do it, because all the 

people hung on his words.” 

John 18:19-27 

“Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. “I have spoken 

openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews 

come together. I said nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know 

what I said.” When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is this the way 

you answer the high priest?” he demanded. “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to 

what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?” Then Annas sent him bound to 

Caiaphas the high priest.” 
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LETTER 311 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – MALCHUS, 

SERVANT OF THE HIGH PRIEST 

Face to face 47: Malchus, servant of the High Priest 

John 18:10-12 

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right 

ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not 

drink the cup the Father has given me?” Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the 

Jewish officials arrested Jesus.  

Mark 14:47 

Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his 

ear. 

Luke 22:49-51 

When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our 

swords?” And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. But Jesus 

answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. 
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LETTER 312 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – PONTIUS 

PILATE 

Face to face 48: Pontius Pilate 

Matthew 27:11-26 

“Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the 

Jews?” “You have said so,” Jesus replied. When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he 

gave no answer. Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 

But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor. Now it 

was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that time they 

had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate 

asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the 

Messiah?” For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him. While Pilate 

was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have anything to do with that 

innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.” But the chief priests 

and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. “Which of the two 

do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. “Barabbas,” they answered. “What shall I do, 

then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. They all answered, “Crucify him!” “Why? 

What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” When 

Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and 

washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your 

responsibility!” All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!” Then he released 

Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.” 

Luke 23:1-7,12-25 (Mark 15:1-15; John 18:28-40) 

“Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saying, “We 

have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be 

Messiah, a king.” So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “You have said so,” Jesus 

replied. Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against 

this man.” But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in 

Galilee and has come all the way here. On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. When 

he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem 

at that time… That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been enemies. Pilate 

called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to them, “You brought me this man 
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as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found 

no basis for your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he 

has done nothing to deserve death. Therefore, I will punish him and then release him.” But the whole 

crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” (Barabbas had been thrown into prison 

for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them 

again. But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? 

What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I 

will have him punished and then release him.” But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he 

be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. So Pilate decided to grant their demand. He released the man 

who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered 

Jesus to their will.” 
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LETTER 313 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE HERODS 

Face to face 49: The Herods 

Herod, the Great – Matthew 2:1-7 

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came 

to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 

when it rose and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all 

Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, 

he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 

what the prophet has written: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 

the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ Then Herod 

called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to 

Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so 

that I too may go and worship him.”” 

Herod Archelaus - Matthew 2:19-23 

“After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, 

take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s 

life are dead.” So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he 

heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 

Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town 

called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called a 

Nazarene.” 

Herod Antipas - Luke 3:1; 13:31-32; 23:6-12 

“In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 

Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 

Abilene … At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go 

somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out 

demons and healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ … On 

hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. When he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s 

jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he 

was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard 

about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some sort. He plied him with many questions, but 
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Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, 

vehemently accusing him. Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an 

elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they 

had been enemies.” 
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LETTER 314 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – BARABBAS 

Face to face 50: Barabbas 

Matthew 27:16-17, 20-21, 26 

“At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. So when the crowd had 

gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus 

who is called the Messiah?” … But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for 

Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the 

governor. “Barabbas,” they answered… Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, 

and handed him over to be crucified.” 

Mark 15:6-15 

“Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people requested. A man called 

Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. The crowd 

came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. “Do you want me to release to you the 

king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed 

Jesus over to him. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. 

“What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. “Crucify him!” 

they shouted. “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, 

“Crucify him!” Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them.” 

Luke 23:18-19, 25 

“But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” (Barabbas had been 

thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) … He [Pilate] released the man who 

had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus 

to their will.” 

John 18:40 

“They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in an uprising.” 
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LETTER 315 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – SIMON FROM 

CYRENE 

Face to face 51: Simon from Cyrene 

Mark 15:21 (Matthew 27:32; Luke 23:26) 

“A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in 

from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross.” 

 

LETTER 316 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE WOMEN 

FROM JERUSALEM 

Face to face 52: The women from Jerusalem 

Luke 23:27-31 

“A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. Jesus 

turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for 

your children. For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs 

that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ Then “‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” 

and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen 

when it is dry?”” 
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LETTER 317 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

SOLDIERS WHO CRUCIFIED JESUS 

Face to face 53: The soldiers who crucified Jesus 

Matthew 27:27-30, 54 

“Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of 

soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a 

crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him 

and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him 

on the head again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes 

on him. Then they led him away to crucify him... When the centurion and those with him who were 

guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, 

“Surely he was the Son of God!”” 

Mark 15:16-20, 23-24 

“The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the whole 

company of soldiers. They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it 

on him. And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” Again and again they struck him on 

the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. And when they 

had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to 

crucify him... Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. And they crucified 

him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get.” 

Luke 23:36-37, 47 

“The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the 

king of the Jews, save yourself.” ... The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, 

“Surely this was a righteous man.”” 

John 19:23-24, 31-34 

“When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of 

them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to 

bottom. “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This 

happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, “They divided my clothes among them and cast 

lots for my garment.” So this is what the soldiers did... Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next 
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day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses 

during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers 

therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of 

the other. But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 

Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.” 
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LETTER 318 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – TWO 

CRIMINALS 

Face to face 54: Two criminals 

Matthew 27:38 

“Two rebels [thieves] were crucified with him [Jesus], one on his right and one on his left.”  

Luke 23:32-33, 39-43 

“Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the 

place called the Skull, they crucified him [Jesus] there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the 

other on his left... One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? 

Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you 

are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But 

this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”” 

 

LETTER 319 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE 

SPECTATORS AT THE CRUCIFIXION 

Face to face 55: The spectators at the crucifixion 

Mark 15:29-30 

“Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, come down from the cross and save yourself!”” 

Luke 23:35 

“The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him 

save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”” 
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LETTER 320 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – JOSEPH OF 

ARIMATHEA 

Face to face 56: Joseph of Arimathea 

Mark 15:42-46 

“It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, Joseph of 

Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went 

boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. 

Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. When he learned from the centurion 

that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, 

wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the 

entrance of the tomb.” 

Luke 23:50-53 

“Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, who had not 

consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea, and he himself 

was waiting for the kingdom of God. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. Then he took it down, 

wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid.” 

John 19:38-40 

“Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but 

secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body 

away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus 

brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them 

wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.” 

  



70 

 

LETTER 321 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – NICODEMUS 

Face to face 57: Nicodemus 

John 3:1-10; 7:50-52; 19:38-40 

“Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 

He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. 

For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” Jesus replied, “Very truly 

I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” “How can someone be born 

when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s 

womb to be born!” Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 

they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You 

should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. 

You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone 

born of the Spirit.” “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and 

do you not understand these things? ... Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of 

their own number, asked, “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he 

has been doing?” They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a 

prophet does not come out of Galilee.” ... He [Joseph of Arimathea] was accompanied by Nicodemus, 

the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 

seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. 

This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.” 
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LETTER 322 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – THE GUARDS 

AT THE TOMB 

Face to face 58: The guards at the tomb 

Matthew 27:65-66; 28:2-4, 11-15 

““Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” So they went and 

made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard... There was a violent 

earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the 

stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards 

were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men... While the women were on their way, 

some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 

When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of 

money, telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we 

were asleep.’ If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So the 

soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated 

among the Jews to this very day.” 
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LETTER 323 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – CLEOPAS 

Face to face 59: Cleopas 

Luke 24:13-35 

“Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As they talked and 

discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they 

were kept from recognizing him. He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one 

visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” “What 

things?” he asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and 

deed before God and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to 

death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. 

And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. 

They went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had 

seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to the tomb and 

found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” He said to them, “How foolish you are, 

and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these 

things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them 

what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. As they approached the village to which they 

were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, 

for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the 

table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were 

opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, “Were 

not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, 

assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then the 

two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the 

bread.” 
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LETTER 324 OF 777 – FACE TO FACE WITH JESUS – SAUL 

Face to face 60: Saul 

Acts 9:1-9, 17-19 

“Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the 

high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who 

belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he 

neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the 

ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” 

Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and 

you will be told what you must do.” The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the 

sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 

nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or 

drink anything… Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent 

me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something like scales fell 

from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he 

regained his strength.” 
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Foreword on supernatural encounters 

Thus says the Lord: 

“When you were of the flesh, things unseen had authority over you. But now you have been 

born of the Spirit, and things unseen are sent to minister to you and guide you. 

To know My words is to know My voice.  

To know My voice is to know the voice of My Spirit.  

To know the voice of My Spirit is to know the voice of every host sent to guide you. 

Know My words and know My messengers.  

I send prophets, wise men, teachers, and every host of Heaven to teach and instruct you so 

that you may be as I Am. 

The enemy does the same, but masquerading lies as truth, and darkness as light. 

Ignore My words, and even the elite among you will be led astray. 

Know My voice, know My words, and your steps shall be perfectly ordered!” 
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LETTER 325 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – 

INTRODUCTION TO ANGELS 

Supernatural encounter 1: Introduction to angels 

1. Angels 

Angels (Hebrew: ךְָאְלַמ mal’akh, plural: ךְאלכים mal’akhim) are supernatural or spiritual beings 

that appear throughout the Bible, sometimes engaging with men and women in a dialog, 

through a dream or vision, but many times unnoticed and behind the scenes. 

The Hebrew mal’ak is the general word for ‘messenger’ or ‘sent one’. Most angels mentioned 

in the Bible are in this function and bring messages to people. Angels can however perform 

many other functions such as protecting and ministering to people or bringing understanding 

and knowledge. 

Hebrews 1:14 

“Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?” 

Psalm 91:11 

“For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.” 

Psalm 34:7  

“The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them.” 

The Hebrew mal'akh YHVH can be translated either as ‘the angel of the Lord’ or ‘an angel of 

the Lord’. Another related term is mal'akh 'Elohim translated as ‘angel of God’.  

Angels have different forms, shapes and sizes; some angels seem to have the appearance of 

ordinary humans with no wings; some have wings; some caries flaming swords. In some 

appearances, the angels are disguised, their identities unimportant. 

Hebrews 13:2 

“Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to 

angels without knowing it.” 

Jude 1:6 
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“Angels are mostly defined by their function and choose to serve God out of free will. There are those 

angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their proper dwelling.”  

Angels today still appear to men and women all over the world. When they do, not knowing if 

they are from the light (2 Corinthians 11:14), we have a way to test them according to 1 John 

4:2-3: 

“This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is 

the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.” 

The following letters look at scriptures describing supernatural encounters where we see 

angels in action. 
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LETTER 326 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – SERAPHIM 

Supernatural encounter 2: Seraphim 

Isaiah 6:1-7 

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train 

of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they 

covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were 

calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” At 

the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 

unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” Then one of the seraphim flew to me 

with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth 

and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”” 
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LETTER 327 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – CHERUBIM 

Supernatural encounter 3: Cherubim 

Ezekiel 1:4-14 

“I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north—an immense cloud with flashing lightning 

and surrounded by brilliant light. The center of the fire looked like glowing metal, and in the fire was 

what looked like four living creatures. In appearance their form was human, but each of them had four 

faces and four wings. Their legs were straight; their feet were like those of a calf and gleamed like 

burnished bronze. Under their wings on their four sides they had human hands. All four of them had 

faces and wings, and the wings of one touched the wings of another. Each one went straight ahead; they 

did not turn as they moved. Their faces looked like this: Each of the four had the face of a human being, 

and on the right side each had the face of a lion, and on the left the face of an ox; each also had the face 

of an eagle. Such were their faces. They each had two wings spreading out upward, each wing touching 

that of the creature on either side; and each had two other wings covering its body. Each one went 

straight ahead. Wherever the spirit would go, they would go, without turning as they went. The 

appearance of the living creatures was like burning coals of fire or like torches. Fire moved back and 

forth among the creatures; it was bright, and lightning flashed out of it. The creatures sped back and 

forth like flashes of lightning.” 

Ezekiel 10:9-22 

“I looked, and I saw beside the cherubim four wheels, one beside each of the cherubim; the wheels 

sparkled like topaz. As for their appearance, the four of them looked alike; each was like a wheel 

intersecting a wheel. As they moved, they would go in any one of the four directions the cherubim faced; 

the wheels did not turn about as the cherubim went. The cherubim went in whatever direction the head 

faced, without turning as they went. Their entire bodies, including their backs, their hands and their 

wings, were completely full of eyes, as were their four wheels. I heard the wheels being called “the 

whirling wheels.” Each of the cherubim had four faces: One face was that of a cherub, the second the 

face of a human being, the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. Then the 

cherubim rose upward. These were the living creatures I had seen by the Kebar River. When the 

cherubim moved, the wheels beside them moved; and when the cherubim spread their wings to rise from 

the ground, the wheels did not leave their side. When the cherubim stood still, they also stood still; and 

when the cherubim rose, they rose with them, because the spirit of the living creatures was in them. 

Then the glory of the Lord departed from over the threshold of the temple and stopped above the 

cherubim. While I watched, the cherubim spread their wings and rose from the ground, and as they 

went, the wheels went with them. They stopped at the entrance of the east gate of the Lord’s house, and 
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the glory of the God of Israel was above them. These were the living creatures I had seen beneath the 

God of Israel by the Kebar River, and I realized that they were cherubim. Each had four faces and four 

wings, and under their wings was what looked like human hands. Their faces had the same appearance 

as those I had seen by the Kebar River. Each one went straight ahead.” 

Ezekiel 11:22 

“Then the cherubim, with the wheels beside them, spread their wings, and the glory of the God of Israel 

was above them.” 

Genesis 3:24 

“After he drove the man out [of the Garden of Eden], he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden 

cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.” 
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LETTER 328 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – ANGELS IN 

HEAVEN 

Supernatural encounter 4: Angels in Heaven 

Revelation 4:8 

“Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its 

wings. Day and night they never stop saying: “‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,’ who was, 

and is, and is to come.” Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on 

the throne and who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the 

throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 

“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, 

and by your will they were created and have their being.”” 

Revelation 5:8-14 

“And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 

Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers 

of God’s people. And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 

seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and 

language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 

and they will reign on the earth.” Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering 

thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the 

living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” Then I heard 

every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, 

saying: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for 

ever and ever!” The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.” 

Revelation 7:11 

“All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. 

They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying: “Amen! Praise and glory 

and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”” 
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Hebrews 12:22 (NKJV) 

“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an 

innumerable company of angels.” 
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LETTER 329 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – HAGAR 

AND ISMAEL 

Supernatural encounter 5: Hagar and Ismael (Angel of the Lord) 

Genesis 16:3-16 

“So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and 

gave her to her husband to be his wife. He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew she 

was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are responsible for 

the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she 

despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.” “Your slave is in your hands,” Abram said. 

“Do with her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. The angel 

of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur. 

And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?” “I’m 

running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered. Then the angel of the Lord told her, “Go back to 

your mistress and submit to her.” The angel added, “I will increase your descendants so much that they 

will be too numerous to count.” The angel of the Lord also said to her: “You are now pregnant and you 

will give birth to a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard of your misery. He will be 

a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he will 

live in hostility toward all his brothers.” She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: “You are the 

God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One who sees me.” That is why the well was 

called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered. So Hagar bore Abram a son, and 

Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne. Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar 

bore him Ishmael.” 
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LETTER 330 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – MOSES 

Supernatural encounter 6: Moses (Angel of the Lord) 

Exodus 3:1-6 

Exodus 3:1-4:17 

“Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock 

to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did 

not burn up. So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn 

up.” When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, 

“Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your 

sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” Then he said, “I am the God of your 

father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, 

because he was afraid to look at God. The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in 

Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their 

suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out 

of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the 

Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. And now the cry of the Israelites has 

reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go. I am sending you 

to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I 

should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” And God said, “I will be with you. And 

this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of 

Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and 

say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then 

what shall I tell them?” God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the 

Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the 

God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to 

you.’ “This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from generation to generation. “Go, 

assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob—appeared to me and said: I have watched over you and have seen what has been done 

to you in Egypt. And I have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into the land of the 

Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—a land flowing with milk and honey.’ 

“The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to 

him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-day journey into the 
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wilderness to offer sacrifices to the Lord our God.’ But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go 

unless a mighty hand compels him. So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the 

wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you go. “And I will make the Egyptians 

favorably disposed toward this people, so that when you leave you will not go empty-handed. Every 

woman is to ask her neighbor and any woman living in her house for articles of silver and gold and for 

clothing, which you will put on your sons and daughters. And so you will plunder the Egyptians.” 

Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to 

you’?” Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” “A staff,” he replied. The Lord said, 

“Throw it on the ground.” Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. 

Then the Lord said to him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail.” So Moses reached out and 

took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand. “This,” said the Lord, “is so that they 

may believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God 

of Jacob—has appeared to you.” Then the Lord said, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” So Moses put 

his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out, the skin was leprous—it had become as white as snow. 

“Now put it back into your cloak,” he said. So Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and when he 

took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his flesh. Then the Lord said, “If they do not believe you or 

pay attention to the first sign, they may believe the second. But if they do not believe these two signs or 

listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the 

river will become blood on the ground.” Moses said to the Lord, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have 

never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech 

and tongue.” The Lord said to him, “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or 

mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go; I will help you speak 

and will teach you what to say.” But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone 

else.” Then the Lord’s anger burned against Moses and he said, “What about your brother, Aaron the 

Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and he will be glad to see you. 

You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach you 

what to do. He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth and as if you 

were God to him. But take this staff in your hand so you can perform the signs with it.”” 
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LETTER 331 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – GIDEON 

Supernatural encounter 7: Gideon (Angel of the Lord) 

Judges 6:11-24 

“The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the 

Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 

When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” 

“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? 

Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us 

up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” The Lord 

turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not 

sending you?” “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the 

weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and 

you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.” Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor 

in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me. Please do not go away until I come back 

and bring my offering and set it before you.” And the Lord said, “I will wait until you return.” Gideon 

went inside, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made bread without yeast. Putting 

the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to him under the oak. 

The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and 

pour out the broth.” And Gideon did so. Then the angel of the Lord touched the meat and the 

unleavened bread with the tip of the staff that was in his hand. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the 

meat and the bread. And the angel of the Lord disappeared. When Gideon realized that it was the angel 

of the Lord, he exclaimed, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face!” But 

the Lord said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” So Gideon built an altar to 

the Lord there and called it The Lord Is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.” 
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LETTER 332 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – ABRAHAM 

AND ISAAC 

Supernatural encounter 8: Abraham and Isaac (Angel of the Lord) 

Genesis 22:1-18 

“Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. Then 

God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. 

Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” Early the next morning 

Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When 

he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. On the 

third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. He said to his servants, “Stay here with 

the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the 

fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, 

“Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is 

the lamb for the burnt offering?” Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 

offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. When they reached the place God had told 

him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid 

him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 

But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he 

replied. “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear 

God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” Abraham looked up and there in 

a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 

offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is 

said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from 

heaven a second time and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this 

and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession 

of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because 

you have obeyed me.”” 
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LETTER 333 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – JOSHUA, 

THE HIGH PRIEST 

Supernatural encounter 9: Joshua, the high Priest (Angel of the Lord) 

Zechariah 3:1-10 

“Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing 

at his right side to accuse him. The Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord, who 

has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?” Now Joshua 

was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel. The angel said to those who were standing 

before him, “Take off his filthy clothes.” Then he said to Joshua, “See, I have taken away your sin, and 

I will put fine garments on you.” Then I said, “Put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean 

turban on his head and clothed him, while the angel of the Lord stood by. The angel of the Lord gave 

this charge to Joshua: “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘If you will walk in obedience to me and 

keep my requirements, then you will govern my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you 

a place among these standing here. “‘Listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your associates seated before 

you, who are men symbolic of things to come: I am going to bring my servant, the Branch. See, the 

stone I have set in front of Joshua! There are seven eyes on that one stone, and I will engrave an 

inscription on it,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and I will remove the sin of this land in a single day. “‘In 

that day each of you will invite your neighbor to sit under your vine and fig tree,’ declares the Lord 

Almighty.”” 

  



88 

 

LETTER 334 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – BALAAM 

Supernatural encounter 10: Balaam (Angel of the Lord) 

Numbers 22:21-35 

“Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey and went with the Moabite officials. But God was 

very angry when he went, and the angel of the Lord stood in the road to oppose him. Balaam was riding 

on his donkey, and his two servants were with him. When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing 

in the road with a drawn sword in his hand, it turned off the road into a field. Balaam beat it to get it 

back on the road. Then the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path through the vineyards, with walls 

on both sides. When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it pressed close to the wall, crushing 

Balaam’s foot against it. So he beat the donkey again. Then the angel of the Lord moved on ahead and 

stood in a narrow place where there was no room to turn, either to the right or to the left. When the 

donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it lay down under Balaam, and he was angry and beat it with his staff. 

Then the Lord opened the donkey’s mouth, and it said to Balaam, “What have I done to you to make 

you beat me these three times?” Balaam answered the donkey, “You have made a fool of me! If only I 

had a sword in my hand, I would kill you right now.” The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your own 

donkey, which you have always ridden, to this day? Have I been in the habit of doing this to you?” “No,” 

he said. Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road 

with his sword drawn. So he bowed low and fell facedown. The angel of the Lord asked him, “Why have 

you beaten your donkey these three times? I have come here to oppose you because your path is a 

reckless one before me. The donkey saw me and turned away from me these three times. If it had not 

turned away, I would certainly have killed you by now, but I would have spared it.” Balaam said to the 

angel of the Lord, “I have sinned. I did not realize you were standing in the road to oppose me. Now if 

you are displeased, I will go back.” The angel of the Lord said to Balaam, “Go with the men, but speak 

only what I tell you.” So Balaam went with Balak’s officials.” 
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LETTER 335 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – ISRAEL 

Supernatural encounter 11: Israel (Angel of the Lord) 

Judges 2:1-5 

“The angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said, “I brought you up out of Egypt and led 

you into the land I swore to give to your ancestors. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, and 

you shall not make a covenant with the people of this land, but you shall break down their altars.’ Yet 

you have disobeyed me. Why have you done this? And I have also said, ‘I will not drive them out before 

you; they will become traps for you, and their gods will become snares to you.’” When the angel of the 

Lord had spoken these things to all the Israelites, the people wept aloud, and they called that place 

Bokim. There they offered sacrifices to the Lord.” 
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LETTER 336 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – 

ZECHARIAH, THE PROPHET 

Supernatural encounter 12: Zechariah, the prophet (Angel of the Lord) 

Zechariah 1:7-21 

“On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the 

word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo. During the night I 

had a vision, and there before me was a man mounted on a red horse. He was standing among the 

myrtle trees in a ravine. Behind him were red, brown and white horses. I asked, “What are these, my 

lord?” The angel who was talking with me answered, “I will show you what they are.” Then the man 

standing among the myrtle trees explained, “They are the ones the Lord has sent to go throughout the 

earth.” And they reported to the angel of the Lord who was standing among the myrtle trees, “We have 

gone throughout the earth and found the whole world at rest and in peace.” Then the angel of the Lord 

said, “Lord Almighty, how long will you withhold mercy from Jerusalem and from the towns of Judah, 

which you have been angry with these seventy years?” So the Lord spoke kind and comforting words to 

the angel who talked with me. Then the angel who was speaking to me said, “Proclaim this word: This 

is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘I am very jealous for Jerusalem and Zion, and I am very angry with 

the nations that feel secure. I was only a little angry, but they went too far with the punishment.’ 

“Therefore this is what the Lord says: ‘I will return to Jerusalem with mercy, and there my house will 

be rebuilt. And the measuring line will be stretched out over Jerusalem,’ declares the Lord Almighty. 

“Proclaim further: This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘My towns will again overflow with prosperity, 

and the Lord will again comfort Zion and choose Jerusalem.’” Then I looked up, and there before me 

were four horns. I asked the angel who was speaking to me, “What are these?” He answered me, 

“These are the horns that scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem.” Then the Lord showed me four 

craftsmen. I asked, “What are these coming to do?” He answered, “These are the horns that scattered 

Judah so that no one could raise their head, but the craftsmen have come to terrify them and throw 

down these horns of the nations who lifted up their horns against the land of Judah to scatter its 

people.”” 
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LETTER 337 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – 

ZECHARIAH, THE PRIEST 

Supernatural encounter 13: Zechariah, the priest (Angel of the Lord) 

Luke 1:8-23 

“Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, he was chosen 

by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 

And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When 

Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be 

afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to 

call him John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will 

be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled 

with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord 

their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 

parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and 

my wife is well along in years.” The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 

and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not 

able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at 

their appointed time.” Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed 

so long in the temple. When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision 

in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. When his time of service 

was completed, he returned home.” 
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LETTER 338 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – THE 

ASSYRIAN CAMP 

Supernatural encounter 14: The Assyrian camp (Angel of the Lord) 

2 Kings 19:32-35 (Isaiah 37:33-36) 

“Therefore this is what the Lord says concerning the king of Assyria [Hezekiah]: “‘He will not enter 

this city or shoot an arrow here. He will not come before it with shield or build a siege ramp against it. 

By the way that he came he will return; he will not enter this city, declares the Lord. I will defend this 

city and save it, for my sake and for the sake of David my servant.’” That night the angel of the Lord 

went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand in the Assyrian camp. When the people 

got up the next morning—there were all the dead bodies!” 
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LETTER 339 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – DAVID AND 

JOAB 

Supernatural encounter 15: David and Joab (Angel of the Lord) 

1 Chronicles 21:1-30 

“Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel. So David said to Joab and 

the commanders of the troops, “Go and count the Israelites from Beersheba to Dan. Then report back 

to me so that I may know how many there are.” But Joab replied, “May the Lord multiply his troops a 

hundred times over. My lord the king, are they not all my lord’s subjects? Why does my lord want to do 

this? Why should he bring guilt on Israel?” The king’s word, however, overruled Joab; so Joab left and 

went throughout Israel and then came back to Jerusalem. Joab reported the number of the fighting men 

to David: In all Israel there were one million one hundred thousand men who could handle a sword, 

including four hundred and seventy thousand in Judah. But Joab did not include Levi and Benjamin in 

the numbering, because the king’s command was repulsive to him. This command was also evil in the 

sight of God; so he punished Israel. Then David said to God, “I have sinned greatly by doing this. Now, 

I beg you, take away the guilt of your servant. I have done a very foolish thing.” The Lord said to Gad, 

David’s seer, “Go and tell David, ‘This is what the Lord says: I am giving you three options. Choose 

one of them for me to carry out against you.’” So Gad went to David and said to him, “This is what the 

Lord says: ‘Take your choice: three years of famine, three months of being swept away before your 

enemies, with their swords overtaking you, or three days of the sword of the Lord—days of plague in the 

land, with the angel of the Lord ravaging every part of Israel.’ Now then, decide how I should answer 

the one who sent me.” David said to Gad, “I am in deep distress. Let me fall into the hands of the Lord, 

for his mercy is very great; but do not let me fall into human hands.” So the Lord sent a plague on 

Israel, and seventy thousand men of Israel fell dead. And God sent an angel to destroy Jerusalem. But 

as the angel was doing so, the Lord saw it and relented concerning the disaster and said to the angel 

who was destroying the people, “Enough! Withdraw your hand.” The angel of the Lord was then 

standing at the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. David looked up and saw the angel of the Lord 

standing between heaven and earth, with a drawn sword in his hand extended over Jerusalem. Then 

David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell facedown. David said to God, “Was it not I who ordered 

the fighting men to be counted? I, the shepherd, have sinned and done wrong. These are but sheep. 

What have they done? Lord my God, let your hand fall on me and my family, but do not let this plague 

remain on your people.” Then the angel of the Lord ordered Gad to tell David to go up and build an 

altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. So David went up in obedience to the 

word that Gad had spoken in the name of the Lord. While Araunah was threshing wheat, he turned and 

saw the angel; his four sons who were with him hid themselves. Then David approached, and when 
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Araunah looked and saw him, he left the threshing floor and bowed down before David with his face to 

the ground. David said to him, “Let me have the site of your threshing floor so I can build an altar to 

the Lord, that the plague on the people may be stopped. Sell it to me at the full price.” Araunah said to 

David, “Take it! Let my lord the king do whatever pleases him. Look, I will give the oxen for the burnt 

offerings, the threshing sledges for the wood, and the wheat for the grain offering. I will give all this.” 

But King David replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying the full price. I will not take for the Lord 

what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing.” So David paid Araunah six hundred 

shekels of gold for the site. David built an altar to the Lord there and sacrificed burnt offerings and 

fellowship offerings. He called on the Lord, and the Lord answered him with fire from heaven on the 

altar of burnt offering. Then the Lord spoke to the angel, and he put his sword back into its sheath. At 

that time, when David saw that the Lord had answered him on the threshing floor of Araunah the 

Jebusite, he offered sacrifices there. The tabernacle of the Lord, which Moses had made in the 

wilderness, and the altar of burnt offering were at that time on the high place at Gibeon. But David 

could not go before it to inquire of God, because he was afraid of the sword of the angel of the Lord.” 
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LETTER 340 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – ABRAHAM 

AND THREE VISITORS 

Supernatural encounter 16: Abraham and three visitors (Angel of the Lord; Angel of God) 

Genesis 18:1-33 

“The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to 

his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw 

them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. He said, “If I 

have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. Let a little water be brought, and 

then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. Let me get you something to eat, so you can be 

refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have come to your servant.” “Very well,” they 

answered, “do as you say.” So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three 

seahs of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.” Then he ran to the herd and selected a 

choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. He then brought some curds and 

milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them 

under a tree. “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. “There, in the tent,” he said. Then one of 

them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” 

Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. Abraham and Sarah were 

already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself as she 

thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?” Then the Lord said to 

Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything 

too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 

Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” When the 

men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham walked along with them to see 

them on their way. Then the Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? Abraham 

will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. 

For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of 

the Lord by doing what is right and just, so that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what he has 

promised him.” Then the Lord said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin 

so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached 

me. If not, I will know.” The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained 

standing before the Lord. Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the 

righteous with the wicked? What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it 

away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? Far be it from you to do 

such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it 
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from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” The Lord said, “If I find fifty righteous people 

in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now 

that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, what if the 

number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five people?” 

“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” Once again he spoke to him, “What if only 

forty are found there?” He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” Then he said, “May the Lord 

not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found there?” He answered, “I will not do it if 

I find thirty there.” Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only 

twenty can be found there?” He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “May 

the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be found there?” He 

answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” When the Lord had finished speaking with 

Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home.” 
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LETTER 341 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – MANOAH 

AND SAMSON 

Supernatural encounter 17: Manoah and Samson (Angel of the Lord; Angel of God) 

Judges 13:1-14 

“Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, so the Lord delivered them into the hands of the 

Philistines for forty years. A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the clan of the Danites, had a 

wife who was childless, unable to give birth. The angel of the Lord appeared to her and said, “You are 

barren and childless, but you are going to become pregnant and give birth to a son. Now see to it that 

you drink no wine or other fermented drink and that you do not eat anything unclean. You will become 

pregnant and have a son whose head is never to be touched by a razor because the boy is to be a 

Nazirite, dedicated to God from the womb. He will take the lead in delivering Israel from the hands of 

the Philistines.” Then the woman went to her husband and told him, “A man of God came to me. He 

looked like an angel of God, very awesome. I didn’t ask him where he came from, and he didn’t tell me 

his name. But he said to me, ‘You will become pregnant and have a son. Now then, drink no wine or 

other fermented drink and do not eat anything unclean, because the boy will be a Nazirite of God from 

the womb until the day of his death.’” Then Manoah prayed to the Lord: “Pardon your servant, Lord. I 

beg you to let the man of God you sent to us come again to teach us how to bring up the boy who is to 

be born.” God heard Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman while she was out in the 

field; but her husband Manoah was not with her. The woman hurried to tell her husband, “He’s here! 

The man who appeared to me the other day!” Manoah got up and followed his wife. When he came to 

the man, he said, “Are you the man who talked to my wife?” “I am,” he said. So Manoah asked him, 

“When your words are fulfilled, what is to be the rule that governs the boy’s life and work?” The angel 

of the Lord answered, “Your wife must do all that I have told her. She must not eat anything that comes 

from the grapevine, nor drink any wine or other fermented drink nor eat anything unclean. She must do 

everything I have commanded her.” Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “We would like you to stay 

until we prepare a young goat for you.” The angel of the Lord replied, “Even though you detain me, I 

will not eat any of your food. But if you prepare a burnt offering, offer it to the Lord.” (Manoah did not 

realize that it was the angel of the Lord.) Then Manoah inquired of the angel of the Lord, “What is your 

name, so that we may honor you when your word comes true?” He replied, “Why do you ask my name? 

It is beyond understanding.” Then Manoah took a young goat, together with the grain offering, and 

sacrificed it on a rock to the Lord. And the Lord did an amazing thing while Manoah and his wife 

watched: As the flame blazed up from the altar toward heaven, the angel of the Lord ascended in the 

flame. Seeing this, Manoah and his wife fell with their faces to the ground. When the angel of the Lord 

did not show himself again to Manoah and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel of the Lord. 
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“We are doomed to die!” he said to his wife. “We have seen God!” But his wife answered, “If the Lord 

had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering and grain offering from our hands, 

nor shown us all these things or now told us this.” The woman gave birth to a boy and named him 

Samson. He grew and the Lord blessed him.” 

  



99 

 

LETTER 342 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – ELIJAH 

Supernatural encounter 18: Elijah (Angel of the Lord; Angel of God) 

1 Kings 19:3-9 

“Elijah was afraid and ran for his life [from Jezebel]. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his 

servant there, while he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness. He came to a broom bush, sat 

down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my life; I am no 

better than my ancestors.” Then he lay down under the bush and fell asleep. All at once an angel 

touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” He looked around, and there by his head was some bread 

baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again. The angel of the 

Lord came back a second time and touched him and said, “Get up and eat, for the journey is too much 

for you.” So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty 

nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. There he went into a cave and spent the night.” 
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LETTER 343 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – HAGAR 

AND ISMAEL 

Supernatural encounter 19: Hagar and Ismael (Angel of God) 

Genesis 21:9-21 

“But Sarah saw that the son [Ismael] whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, 

and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that woman’s son will never 

share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.” The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it 

concerned his son. But God said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your slave woman. 

Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. I 

will make the son of the slave into a nation also, because he is your offspring.” Early the next morning 

Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set them on her shoulders 

and then sent her off with the boy [Ismael]. She went on her way and wandered in the Desert of 

Beersheba. When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. Then she 

went off and sat down about a bowshot away, for she thought, “I cannot watch the boy die.” And as she 

sat there, she began to sob. God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from 

heaven and said to her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as 

he lies there. Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” Then 

God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the skin with water and gave 

the boy a drink. God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became an archer. 

While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt.” 
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LETTER 344 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – JACOB 

Supernatural encounter 20: Jacob (Angel of God) 

Genesis 31:10-13 

“In breeding season I once had a dream in which I looked up and saw that the male goats mating with 

the flock were streaked, speckled or spotted. The angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob.’ I 

answered, ‘Here I am.’ And he said, ‘Look up and see that all the male goats mating with the flock are 

streaked, speckled or spotted, for I have seen all that Laban has been doing to you. I am the God of 

Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to me. Now leave this land at once and 

go back to your native land.’” 

Genesis 32:1-2; 22-31 

“And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. And when Jacob saw them, he said, This 

is God's host: and he called the name of that place Mahanaim… 

That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons and crossed 

the ford of the Jabbok. After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. So 

Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man saw that he could not 

overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with 

the man. Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go 

unless you bless me.” The man asked him, “What is your name?” “Jacob,” he answered. Then the man 

said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with 

humans and have overcome.” Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.” But he replied, “Why do you ask 

my name?” Then he blessed him there. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw 

God face to face, and yet my life was spared.” The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was 

limping because of his hip. Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the 

socket of the hip, because the socket of Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon.” 
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LETTER 345 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – LOT AND 

HIS FAMILY 

Supernatural encounter 21: Lot and his family (Angel of God) 

Genesis 19:1-26 

“The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city. When 

he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. “My lords,” he said, 

“please turn aside to your servant’s house. You can wash your feet and spend the night and then go on 

your way early in the morning.” “No,” they answered, “we will spend the night in the square.” But he 

insisted so strongly that they did go with him and entered his house. He prepared a meal for them, 

baking bread without yeast, and they ate. Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of 

the city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded the house. They called to Lot, “Where are the men 

who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.” Lot went outside to 

meet them and shut the door behind him and said, “No, my friends. Don’t do this wicked thing. Look, I 

have two daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do 

what you like with them. But don’t do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of 

my roof.” “Get out of our way,” they replied. “This fellow came here as a foreigner, and now he wants 

to play the judge! We’ll treat you worse than them.” They kept bringing pressure on Lot and moved 

forward to break down the door. But the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house and 

shut the door. Then they struck the men who were at the door of the house, young and old, with 

blindness so that they could not find the door. The two men said to Lot, “Do you have anyone else 

here—sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs to you? Get them out of 

here, because we are going to destroy this place. The outcry to the Lord against its people is so great 

that he has sent us to destroy it.” So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were pledged to 

marry his daughters. He said, “Hurry and get out of this place, because the Lord is about to destroy the 

city!” But his sons-in-law thought he was joking. With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, 

“Hurry! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city 

is punished.” When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two 

daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the Lord was merciful to them. As soon as they had 

brought them out, one of them said, “Flee for your lives! Don’t look back, and don’t stop anywhere in 

the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!” But Lot said to them, “No, my lords, 

please! Your servant has found favor in your eyes, and you have shown great kindness to me in sparing 

my life. But I can’t flee to the mountains; this disaster will overtake me, and I’ll die. Look, here is a 

town near enough to run to, and it is small. Let me flee to it—it is very small, isn’t it? Then my life will 

be spared.” He said to him, “Very well, I will grant this request too; I will not overthrow the town you 
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speak of. But flee there quickly, because I cannot do anything until you reach it.” (That is why the town 

was called Zoar.) By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had risen over the land. Then the Lord rained 

down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah—from the Lord out of the heavens. Thus he overthrew 

those cities and the entire plain, destroying all those living in the cities—and also the vegetation in the 

land. But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.” 
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LETTER 346 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – MOSES 

AND THE ISRAELITES 

Supernatural encounter 22: Moses and the Israelites (Angel of God) 

Exodus 14:15-20 

“Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise 

your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go 

through the sea on dry ground. I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after 

them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 

The Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his 

horsemen.” Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went 

behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, coming between the 

armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to 

the other side; so neither went near the other all night long.” 

 

LETTER 347 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – DAVID 

Supernatural encounter 23: David (Angel of God) 

2 Samual 24:14-17 

“David said to Gad, “I am in deep distress. Let us fall into the hands of the Lord, for his mercy is great; 

but do not let me fall into human hands.” So the Lord sent a plague on Israel from that morning until 

the end of the time designated, and seventy thousand of the people from Dan to Beersheba died. When 

the angel stretched out his hand to destroy Jerusalem, the Lord relented concerning the disaster and 

said to the angel who was afflicting the people, “Enough! Withdraw your hand.” The angel of the Lord 

was then at the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. When David saw the angel who was striking 

down the people, he said to the Lord, “I have sinned; I, the shepherd, have done wrong. These are but 

sheep. What have they done? Let your hand fall on me and my family.”” 
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LETTER 348 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – MARY 

Supernatural encounter 24: Mary (Angel of God) 

Luke 1:26-38 

“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 

to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name 

was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 

you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But 

the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and 

give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s 

descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I 

am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your 

relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 

sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May 

your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.” 
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LETTER 349 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – JOSEPH 

Supernatural encounter 25: Joseph (Angel of God) 

Matthew 1:18-21, 24-25; 2:13-15 

“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 

Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because 

Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he 

had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 

because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to 

give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” ... When Joseph woke up, he 

did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not 

consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus... When they 

[the wise men] had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take 

the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for 

the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 

where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”” 
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LETTER 350 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – THE 

SHEPHERDS 

Supernatural encounter 26: The shepherds (Angel of the Lord) 

Luke 2:8-15 

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 

for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the 

angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”” 

 

LETTER 351 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – PHILIP 

Supernatural encounter 27: Philip (Angel of God) 

Acts 8:26-31 

“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important 

official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man 

had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of 

Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” Then Philip ran up to 

the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” 

Philip asked. “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come 

up and sit with him.” 
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LETTER 352 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – 

CORNELIUS 

Supernatural encounter 28: Cornelius (Angel of God) 

Acts 10:1-23 

“At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian 

Regiment. He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and 

prayed to God regularly. One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an 

angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!” Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, 

Lord?” he asked. The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial 

offering before God. Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. He 

is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.” When the angel who spoke to him had 

gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout soldier who was one of his attendants. He told 

them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa. About noon the following day as they were 

on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and 

wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw heaven 

opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. It contained all 

kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill 

and eat.” “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” The 

voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” This 

happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven. While Peter was wondering 

about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out where Simon’s house was and 

stopped at the gate. They called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying there. While 

Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are looking for you. 

So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them.” Peter went down 

and said to the men, “I’m the one you’re looking for. Why have you come?” The men replied, “We have 

come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and God-fearing man, who is respected by all the 

Jewish people. A holy angel told him to ask you to come to his house so that he could hear what you 

have to say.” Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests.” 
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LETTER 353 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – PETER 

Supernatural encounter 29: Peter (Angel of God) 

Acts 5:17-20 

“Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were 

filled with jealousy. They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. But during the night an 

angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. “Go, stand in the temple courts,” 

he said, “and tell the people all about this new life.”” 

Acts 12:5-10 

“So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. The night before 

Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and 

sentries stood guard at the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the 

cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off 

Peter’s wrists. Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap 

your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. Peter followed him out of the prison, but he 

had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 

They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for 

them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the 

angel left him.” 
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LETTER 354 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – PAUL 

Supernatural encounter 30: Paul (Angel of God) 

Acts 27:1-2, 9-12, 14-26 

“When it was decided that we would sail for Italy, Paul and some other prisoners were handed over to 

a centurion named Julius, who belonged to the Imperial Regiment. We boarded a ship … Much time 

had been lost, and sailing had already become dangerous because by now it was after the Day of 

Atonement. So Paul warned them, “Men, I can see that our voyage is going to be disastrous and bring 

great loss to ship and cargo, and to our own lives also.” But the centurion, instead of listening to what 

Paul said, followed the advice of the pilot and of the owner of the ship. Since the harbor was unsuitable 

to winter in, the majority decided that we should sail on, hoping to reach Phoenix and winter there. 

This was a harbor in Crete, facing both southwest and northwest... Before very long, a wind of 

hurricane force, called the Northeaster, swept down from the island. The ship was caught by the storm 

and could not head into the wind; so we gave way to it and were driven along. As we passed to the lee 

of a small island called Cauda, we were hardly able to make the lifeboat secure, so the men hoisted it 

aboard. Then they passed ropes under the ship itself to hold it together. Because they were afraid they 

would run aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, they lowered the sea anchor and let the ship be driven 

along. We took such a violent battering from the storm that the next day they began to throw the cargo 

overboard. On the third day, they threw the ship’s tackle overboard with their own hands. When neither 

sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of 

being saved. After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before them and said: “Men, 

you should have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then you would have spared yourselves this 

damage and loss. But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only 

the ship will be destroyed. Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood 

beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has 

graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.’ So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith 

in God that it will happen just as he told me. Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island.”” 
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LETTER 355 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – THE TOMB 

Supernatural encounter 31: The tomb (Angel of God) 

Matthew 28:1-7 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 

look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 

going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead 

men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 

was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then 

go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 

There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”, 

Luke 24:1-7 (Mark 16:1-7) 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared 

and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did 

not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes 

that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to 

the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; 

he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must 

be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” 
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LETTER 356 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – JOSHUA 

Supernatural encounter 32: Joshua (Angel of God) 

Joshua 5:13-15; 6:1-5 

“Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a 

drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” 

“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” Then Joshua fell 

facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his 

servant?” The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you 

are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the 

Israelites. No one went out and no one came in. Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered 

Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men. March around the city once with all 

the armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the 

ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. When 

you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall 

of the city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.”” 
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LETTER 357 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – HEZEKIAH 

AND SENNECHERIB 

Supernatural encounter 33: Hezekiah and Sennecherib (Sending an angel) 

2 Chronicles 32:1-23 

“After all that Hezekiah had so faithfully done, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah. 

He laid siege to the fortified cities, thinking to conquer them for himself. When Hezekiah saw that 

Sennacherib had come and that he intended to wage war against Jerusalem, he consulted with his 

officials and military staff about blocking off the water from the springs outside the city, and they 

helped him. They gathered a large group of people who blocked all the springs and the stream that 

flowed through the land. “Why should the kings of Assyria come and find plenty of water?” they said. 

Then he worked hard repairing all the broken sections of the wall and building towers on it. He built 

another wall outside that one and reinforced the terraces of the City of David. He also made large 

numbers of weapons and shields. He appointed military officers over the people and assembled them 

before him in the square at the city gate and encouraged them with these words: “Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged because of the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, 

for there is a greater power with us than with him. With him is only the arm of flesh, but with us is the 

Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles.” And the people gained confidence from what 

Hezekiah the king of Judah said. Later, when Sennacherib king of Assyria and all his forces were laying 

siege to Lachish, he sent his officers to Jerusalem with this message for Hezekiah king of Judah and for 

all the people of Judah who were there: “This is what Sennacherib king of Assyria says: On what are 

you basing your confidence, that you remain in Jerusalem under siege? When Hezekiah says, ‘The Lord 

our God will save us from the hand of the king of Assyria,’ he is misleading you, to let you die of hunger 

and thirst. Did not Hezekiah himself remove this god’s high places and altars, saying to Judah and 

Jerusalem, ‘You must worship before one altar and burn sacrifices on it’? “Do you not know what I 

and my predecessors have done to all the peoples of the other lands? Were the gods of those nations 

ever able to deliver their land from my hand? Who of all the gods of these nations that my predecessors 

destroyed has been able to save his people from me? How then can your god deliver you from my hand? 

Now do not let Hezekiah deceive you and mislead you like this. Do not believe him, for no god of any 

nation or kingdom has been able to deliver his people from my hand or the hand of my predecessors. 

How much less will your god deliver you from my hand!” Sennacherib’s officers spoke further against 

the Lord God and against his servant Hezekiah. The king also wrote letters ridiculing the Lord, the God 

of Israel, and saying this against him: “Just as the gods of the peoples of the other lands did not rescue 

their people from my hand, so the god of Hezekiah will not rescue his people from my hand.” Then they 

called out in Hebrew to the people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to terrify them and make them 
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afraid in order to capture the city. They spoke about the God of Jerusalem as they did about the gods of 

the other peoples of the world—the work of human hands. King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of 

Amoz cried out in prayer to heaven about this. And the Lord sent an angel, who annihilated all the 

fighting men and the commanders and officers in the camp of the Assyrian king. So he withdrew to his 

own land in disgrace. And when he went into the temple of his god, some of his sons, his own flesh and 

blood, cut him down with the sword. So the Lord saved Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem from the 

hand of Sennacherib king of Assyria and from the hand of all others. He took care of them on every side. 

Many brought offerings to Jerusalem for the Lord and valuable gifts for Hezekiah king of Judah. From 

then on he was highly regarded by all the nations.” 
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LETTER 358 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – SENDING 

ANGELS 

Supernatural encounter 34: Sending angels 

Exodus 23:20-23 

““See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way and to bring you to the place I 

have prepared. Pay attention to him and listen to what he says. Do not rebel against him; he will not 

forgive your rebellion, since my Name is in him. If you listen carefully to what he says and do all that I 

say, I will be an enemy to your enemies and will oppose those who oppose you. My angel will go ahead 

of you and bring you into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and 

Jebusites, and I will wipe them out. Do not bow down before their gods or worship them or follow their 

practices. You must demolish them and break their sacred stones to pieces. Worship the Lord your God, 

and his blessing will be on your food and water. I will take away sickness from among you, and none 

will miscarry or be barren in your land. I will give you a full life span. “I will send my terror ahead of 

you and throw into confusion every nation you encounter. I will make all your enemies turn their backs 

and run. I will send the hornet ahead of you to drive the Hivites, Canaanites and Hittites out of your 

way. But I will not drive them out in a single year, because the land would become desolate and the 

wild animals too numerous for you. Little by little I will drive them out before you, until you have 

increased enough to take possession of the land. “I will establish your borders from the Red Sea to the 

Mediterranean Sea, and from the desert to the Euphrates River. I will give into your hands the people 

who live in the land, and you will drive them out before you. Do not make a covenant with them or with 

their gods. Do not let them live in your land or they will cause you to sin against me, because the 

worship of their gods will certainly be a snare to you.”” 

Exodus 33:1-3 

“Then the Lord said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and 

go up to the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your 

descendants.’ I will send an angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, 

Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go with 

you, because you are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy you on the way.”” 

Numbers 20:14-16 

“Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom, saying: “This is what your brother Israel 

says: You know about all the hardships that have come on us. Our ancestors went down into Egypt, and 
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we lived there many years. The Egyptians mistreated us and our ancestors, but when we cried out to the 

Lord, he heard our cry and sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt.”” 
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LETTER 359 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – THE ROLE 

OF ANGELS IN THE LAST DAYS 

Supernatural encounter 35: The role of angels in the last days (part 1) 

Revelation 7:1-3 

“After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of 

the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. Then I saw another 

angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the 

four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: “Do not harm the land or the sea 

or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.”” 

Revelation 8:2-6 

“And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. Another 

angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with 

the prayers of all God’s people, on the golden altar in front of the throne. The smoke of the incense, 

together with the prayers of God’s people, went up before God from the angel’s hand. Then the angel 

took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of 

thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. Then the seven angels who had the seven 

trumpets prepared to sound them.” 

Revelation 12:7-9 

“Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and 

his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great 

dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world 

astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.” 

Revelation 14:6-13; 17-19 

“Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live 

on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give 

him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, 

the sea and the springs of water.” A second angel followed and said, “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the 

Great,’ which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.” A third angel followed 

them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives its mark on 

their forehead or on their hand, they, too, will drink the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full 
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strength into the cup of his wrath. They will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy 

angels and of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest 

day or night for those who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its 

name.” This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands and 

remain faithful to Jesus. Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who 

die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds 

will follow them.” ... Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 

Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him 

who had the sharp sickle, “Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth’s 

vine, because its grapes are ripe.” The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and 

threw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath.” 
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LETTER 360 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – THE ROLE 

OF ANGELS IN THE LAST DAYS (CONT.) 

Supernatural encounter 36: The role of angels in the last days (part 2) 

Revelation 17:1,3,7 

“One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the 

punishment of the great prostitute, who sits by many waters… Then the angel carried me away in the 

Spirit into a wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with 

blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns... Then the angel said to me: “Why are you 

astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she rides, which has the 

seven heads and ten horns.” 

Revelation 19:17-18 

“And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, 

“Come, gather together for the great supper of God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, 

and the mighty, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, great and small.”” 

Revelation 20:1-3 

“And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a 

great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a 

thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from 

deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a 

short time.” 
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LETTER 361 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – 

INTRODUCTION TO MEN IN WHITE LINEN 

Supernatural encounter 37: Introduction to Men in White Linen 

1. Cloud of witnesses  

The Bible also refers to a cloud of witnesses. These are men and women who have gone 

before us who are cheering us on in our race as they were cheered one by those gone before 

them. They play a role in witnessing to what we are engaged with during our race here on 

earth. 

Hebrews 12:1 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 

us.” 

2. Men in white linen 

Men in white linen are part of the cloud of witnesses but they still have an assignment to play 

out in our day, therefor they can play an active role in our assignments today in the same way 

angels do through direct dialog, through a dream or vision, or unnoticed behind the scenes. 

They appear to be dressed in white linen most of the time referring, according to scripture, to 

the righteousness they walk in. 

Revelations 19:7-8 (KJV) 

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife 

hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 

white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” 

The following letters look at scriptures describing supernatural encounters where we see men 

in white linen in action. 
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LETTER 362 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – DANIEL 

Supernatural encounter 38: Daniel (Men in white linen) 

Daniel 10:4-21; 12:5-7 

“On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I [Daniel] was standing on the bank of the great river, 

the Tigris, I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of fine gold from 

Uphaz around his waist. His body was like topaz, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, 

his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude. I, 

Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; those who were with me did not see it, but such terror 

overwhelmed them that they fled and hid themselves. So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I 

had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless. Then I heard him speaking, and as 

I listened to him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground. A hand touched me and set me 

trembling on my hands and knees. He said, “Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully 

the words I am about to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you.” And when he said 

this to me, I stood up trembling. Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that 

you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were 

heard, and I have come in response to them. But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-

one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with 

the king of Persia. Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for 

the vision concerns a time yet to come.” While he was saying this to me, I bowed with my face toward 

the ground and was speechless. Then one who looked like a man touched my lips, and I opened my 

mouth and began to speak. I said to the one standing before me, “I am overcome with anguish because 

of the vision, my lord, and I feel very weak. How can I, your servant, talk with you, my lord? My 

strength is gone and I can hardly breathe.” Again the one who looked like a man touched me and gave 

me strength. “Do not be afraid, you who are highly esteemed,” he said. “Peace! Be strong now; be 

strong.” When he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Speak, my lord, since you have given me 

strength.” So he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? Soon I will return to fight against the 

prince of Persia, and when I go, the prince of Greece will come; but first I will tell you what is written 

in the Book of Truth... Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this bank of 

the river and one on the opposite bank. One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the 

waters of the river, “How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?” The man clothed 

in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, 

and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a time, times and half a time. 

When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed.”” 
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LETTER 363 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – EZEKIEL 

Supernatural encounter 39: Ezekiel (Men in white linen) 

Ezekiel 9:1-11, 12:1-8 

“Then I heard him call out in a loud voice, “Bring near those who are appointed to execute judgment 

on the city, each with a weapon in his hand.” And I saw six men coming from the direction of the upper 

gate, which faces north, each with a deadly weapon in his hand. With them was a man clothed in linen 

who had a writing kit at his side. They came in and stood beside the bronze altar. Now the glory of the 

God of Israel went up from above the cherubim, where it had been, and moved to the threshold of the 

temple. Then the Lord called to the man clothed in linen who had the writing kit at his side and said to 

him, “Go throughout the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who grieve and 

lament over all the detestable things that are done in it.” As I listened, he said to the others, “Follow 

him through the city and kill, without showing pity or compassion. Slaughter the old men, the young 

men and women, the mothers and children, but do not touch anyone who has the mark. Begin at my 

sanctuary.” So they began with the old men who were in front of the temple. Then he said to them, 

“Defile the temple and fill the courts with the slain. Go!” So they went out and began killing throughout 

the city. While they were killing and I was left alone, I fell facedown, crying out, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! 

Are you going to destroy the entire remnant of Israel in this outpouring of your wrath on Jerusalem?” 

He answered me, “The sin of the people of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great; the land is full of 

bloodshed and the city is full of injustice. They say, ‘The Lord has forsaken the land; the Lord does not 

see.’ So I will not look on them with pity or spare them, but I will bring down on their own heads what 

they have done.” Then the man in linen with the writing kit at his side brought back word, saying, “I 

have done as you commanded.” I looked, and I saw the likeness of a throne of lapis lazuli above the 

vault that was over the heads of the cherubim. The Lord said to the man clothed in linen, “Go in among 

the wheels beneath the cherubim. Fill your hands with burning coals from among the cherubim and 

scatter them over the city.” And as I watched, he went in. Now the cherubim were standing on the south 

side of the temple when the man went in, and a cloud filled the inner court. Then the glory of the Lord 

rose from above the cherubim and moved to the threshold of the temple. The cloud filled the temple, and 

the court was full of the radiance of the glory of the Lord. The sound of the wings of the cherubim could 

be heard as far away as the outer court, like the voice of God Almighty when he speaks. When the Lord 

commanded the man in linen, “Take fire from among the wheels, from among the cherubim,” the man 

went in and stood beside a wheel. Then one of the cherubim reached out his hand to the fire that was 

among them. He took up some of it and put it into the hands of the man in linen, who took it and went 

out. (Under the wings of the cherubim could be seen what looked like human hands.)” 
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Ezekiel 40:1-4 

“In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth of the month, in the 

fourteenth year after the fall of the city—on that very day the hand of the Lord was on me and he took 

me there. In visions of God he took me to the land of Israel and set me on a very high mountain, on 

whose south side were some buildings that looked like a city. He took me there, and I saw a man whose 

appearance was like bronze; he was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring rod in 

his hand. The man said to me, “Son of man, look carefully and listen closely and pay attention to 

everything I am going to show you, for that is why you have been brought here. Tell the people of Israel 

everything you see.”” 

 

  



124 

 

LETTER 364 OF 777 – SUPERNATURAL ENCOUNTERS – MOSES 

AND ELIJAH  

Supernatural encounter 40: Moses and Elijah (Men in white linen) 

Luke 9:28-31 (Matthew 17:1-3; Mark 9:2-4) 

“About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a 

mountain to pray. As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as 

bright as a flash of lightning. Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with 

Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.” 
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Referencing and Abbreviations 

New International Version (NIV) bible was used for scripture referencing where not otherwise stated. 

KJV – King James Version 

BSB – Berean Study Bible 

ESV – English Standard Version 

MSG – The Message 

NET – NET Bible 
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